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Introduction to Syriac Studies.

(Mini Syriac Grammar)

This booklet is just an introduction to Syriac studies. The Grammar of Fr. Gabriel (1922) of Fr.
Ludovic (1951); of Fr. Jerome (1944) and mine (1961) as well as the erudite grammar of
Rev. Fr, Thomas Arayathinal (1957, 1959); of Mar Aprem (1981) etc. are there for scholars
or those interested in further studies. Rev.Dr. Thomas Koonammakkal was behind the
making of these notes.

The languages of the world can be divided into five main families : The Aryan (Indo-European);
Semitic, Mongolian, Dravidian, and the Negroid. Hebrew, Aramaic (Syriat), Assyrian, Arabic
etc. are of the Semetic family.

Aramaic/Syriac is one of the oldest of languages; and hence véry simple. Our Lord Jesus Christ
and his mother, BL Virgin Mary and the Apostles spoke the same. Some parts of the Old
Testament, and the Gospel of St. Mathew were originally written in Syriac.

European scholars use either the Chaldean or Western pronunciation. No one is faithful to our
ancient Indian tradition. Even in the Assyrian Church of the East (Trichur) they pronounce
many words aiid some vowels like the westerners, probably from the influence of those
Jacobite priests who helped them to translate their liturgical books. As to their pronunciation
of certain words the influence of some modern Middle Eastern Syriac teachers as well may
not be denied.

Fr. Emmanuel Thelly CM.L



There are only twenty two letters in this language; namely . A QA S, myooa ..\ - 2

ANXIH g Sd o & AR They are written and read from the right to the left. All
letters start from the line. They can be written continuously but for a few, namely a 132

& 3 w 9 Some have hard and soft pronunciations, namely & 8 4 2 < &t The hard sound

is called Kusaya and the soft sound Rukaka. The Syro-Malabarians add the sound of «. when

a3, are doubled.
The pronunciation and numerical value of the consonants:

lar“a = (&1:1) b
2o, m v, b= (M) 3
3w gh,g= (-.Sdﬂ.s: ¥,
4 a* dh, d= (&.\.*,.}.]h\,:;
5 aov h = (3e @
6 ariwv= (020) a
T zs (‘.n'q) .
. 8 ao” (ch) b= (&aup) o
. 9 () om” () th = (Aad) &
10 o (i) y = (38l @
,20 & kh, k = (44)
30 er 1= (aaf) &
40 &> m= (Hat0) A
50 o n= (1)
60 v s = (Adam) w
70 oo a () = (3—}) &
S0 aroaryvy,p=(9 48
90 av § = (z;';') ¥
) 100 () oo~ q = (Sak) &
200 o' r = (cr.%_:) 5
300 @ (sh) s* = ()
400 av” , s this) t = (Q2&) A

The vowels are expressed by certain dots above or below the letters with or without certain
consonants.

The vowels are: Tm_— " a» Q@ 0w Qg oY 8 a ; 8% —, @ €8 3 X o \.Ll«.'.:l
o o |

2aciay A Theseletters are not joined to the following letter nor do they touch each other.

There are no doubled letters in Syriac. But we pronounce some letters doubled , under certain

conditions and this mode of pronunciation is called Doubling,
Similarly, we pronounce two letters as one under certain particular situations and is called

Assimilation.



The Personal Pronouns :

~ They she he
Of the third person: 3 L wal  acf
You (pl.) you (sing,)
Of the second person: &3} « 8&3E &3} As}
We I
Of the first person: LY

The personal pronouns can be used as verb to be in the present tense agrceing with the subject
in gender number and person. eg. (You are Joseph) Amal &3] A1} |

Note: 1)When they are used as verbs the ¢ of 7..\3: andthe @ of aet. aet are occulted
(marked by a small line above and are not pronounoed) eg Jvaxa L] ug. (I am Jesus)
(He is Mathew) gcn ad}.‘g act

Note 2)When aeiis joined to aetthe second @fis changed into w (yod) and becomes qaaol eg.

2884 a0 . LA auacy
The verbal form used alone can show the subject also. MJ. 13820 (You are Thomas)
s .S.ma.u I am Joseph. Fr¥ uA.‘o I am Mathew. |

The third person plurals used as verbs are t.ug; \0.13: L. t"‘é J.Mmz \cug 2.».?.
Rem.1) As pronouns they are used in the accusative case.

2) _M.‘L‘ and Qai are usually fused together as gmg L».u.ﬂo 95...{ z,zﬁa_« 9&.(2.

The personal pronouns oan be declined thus (though scientifically they are combined with some
partiolcs/prepositions). eg. o3 o e edap et G 8 el ala  uef

L .\'ocl& \601& \501&:\5591 | \-Wﬂl t‘“& \-013 tnﬂi&na t“

PERNP g N a7 wa) uad ol uill

PRI X oaéu.a N oan wal ual ee&.* W

p.‘:l ,S é A3 Eu». o u& u& ..A.n: J.’l&

The enclitic form of the personal pronouns are called msoparable pronouns They are groupcd
into different sets to be added to nouns verbs and particles. The first group addod to nouns

ending in 2. can easily be derived from the declension of the personal pronouns.

'They are :.\ a\—' -u. lﬁ .\69 ﬁ-— -q— Bm— -\Qm— m— 01

(The other groups can be formed/learned from these ).



VERBS.

Syriac verbs have triliteral roots = ie. of three letters and they are called radicals. The root of a
verb is its 3rd pers. m. s. of the past/perfect tense. (In some roots all the three radicals may
not be expressed.)

The verbs have only one conjugation and the different forms are obtained by the prefixing or.
suffixing or both (of a letter or letters). The different forms of the past tense can be derived

- for the most part by adding the endings of the pers. pronouns.

Note: m .ag are called weak letters and their presence - whether in the beginning, middle or
end of a root causes some changes in the conjugation. Some verbs may have two or more of

their radicals weak letters,) Our typical verb is ..::m (he wrotc) wherein all the three
- radicals are subject to hard and soft pronunciation.
Perfect/past tense:

aaa 3 p. ms. he wrote
& &35 3 p. fs. she wrote
- A:.IQQ 2 pms. you wrote
a&- wA38a 2 pfs. you wrote
&, &G6a 1pe. Twrote

W@ O- «QIAA azda 3 pmpl. They wrote
_ Gskada dofpl v 0

wah- .\'a&.:l&a 2 p. mpl. You wrote

'T".:-\“ ’ V‘MM .do f." " "

e r\..{_-u\a t\.'.lm 1cpl. We wrote.

| Imperative. (second person only)
~6. =aAa m. s. (you) Write -
ohl—.ﬁ—- hh-?.a%a F. S. = %

@386 azéda m. pl. "
- r..:;log\a waadha Fpl.

Future tense (from the imperative).
3 p. m.’s. He will (shall) write. - 30833

3p.f.s.She * ! —& =0AaN
2p.m.s You " " " —& Jadak



2 p. f. 5. LL I 1 " "';h'l—--h rﬁ&a’%

1 p. C. S. [T 1t 1n . _; qa&e* )
3p.mplThey" " "o 0—a <G8
3 p. ;f. pL "o " w "\:_ N F:&a.é

2p.m.pl You"
2p.fopl "" L .\f_ A \_":I&:m
Ipcpl Wewill " " o ab&aa

"a0—0 sazdan

Infinitive (from the root)
To write g CT X

To write—A\ 3dand

Participles (active/present)
m. s. writing, — .:.u}ﬁ
fs " . 2t pdad
mpl " e el
Epl " a Giad

Past/Passive participles.

m.s. Written — ad\A
f.5.7 " 2 Huaa

mpl. " \.;— \..n:...n \
f.pl. " ..\_... e.:.a.a

aia al Slxda A (ilag 200 GRedNS 218 ¢hx xibag B Coxd

180 i e o 83 2 i el 8 bz kol hugms 1t 8 3

AL 2Rnbizge o 280505 oir ¢z S 23 o (38 28 Haump S
ol t.ns.s

LW EPLIL] m.:.'mo ke A3} 2Rakin wand (Ab e, addh HAD wal wlx
WS maaa



ol \Aadbp 2880 dedr Ll wds wly 26la g A% whbd 2dxnl

Note: 1) When a suffix beginning with a vowel is added to a verb, it looses its vowel.
2) Derivatives/causatives are formed by the addition of vowels, letters or both.

3) Passives are formed by prefixing &g .The place of 2 of the prefix is taken by the
.regular prefix in the conjugation (as in the  of the second derivatives.)

IAAAL AN AN Al aAA aAa
4y, The first and second derivatives have thelr imperative like the 3rd p. ms. of their perfect

tense; but the third radical weak verbs dszcr .a:a:;. PEL

'5) The infinitives of derivatives and passives end in ol

6) The difference between the active and passwe participles is that the acnve has _- - on its
second radical and the passive has the vowel -.- on its second radical. u.hq.‘.n 8%

LS L

m&mum M&

o prefixed to the first group of inseparable pronouns ( but for the 3p. m. & s.) brings us to
the second group (of msep,pron) which are added to the pl. nouns ending m z.. or .

- They are : -yagia .\ch-cb-ucﬂo_ re»—\m—-m_e-&_u_

© Added to 338a | |

_When the second and third radicals of a root are the same letters, we find that only one will be
expressed there and the regular vowel of the second letter will be given to the first. (The
suppressed letter will be expressed in the course of inflection/conjugation). Our model verb

for the same is ﬁé he cheated/injured.



il

0« 4
Imperat\:,:.

. oA

' hla.ék

s SDGA SadA
Future:

Infinitive., Gl @A
Active participle; . (3& . A& 244 G248
Passive participles: .é.ﬁt.\ ﬁﬁh ' Léﬁm A

When the second radical of a root is a weak letter, it is not usually eiprcssed, and its vowel is
given to the first radical and it becomes long. eg. . (&a3) qéi he spent the night/lodged. (In

the course of inflection the-weak letters +w. @ ¢ interchange.)
. _

o NI

. A&
e

&

. A

. W ORI, oA
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L

’ Vé&s

< dad
Imperative:

. faz

- ahos

. n0ha3 . ahex

Aul M\:l uﬁ\u
Future

« O3

LI I

« AQIA

o Saadh

\.,AQJ&\

. qa
' .\nt.\o:l.'l

- Aoz
' \Okuﬁ

’ \&Qﬂ&

L I

o
Infinitive: , &:ti.hl: ' @:Z'.‘n
Active Part., .\é‘u.:"l \.n&.a.‘.'"l. I A;ﬁ

Pass. part. & \&\.’:l. rm...:l. zc.u:l. a1
Note: The first derivatlves of these two model roots are quite regular as the three radicals are

present. . &..\.“L:;a ' @.’3 \

The third group of inseparable pronouns. (This can be formed for the most part, from the first
group by prefixing . a but for the first ps.). 10, uoia- . Pae- 820 LA0HAN\ O~ o

- NG
Note: When the first p. s. suffix is added, the short vowel of the first letter is changed into long

Lot wboiant ot woaml 203t | 8am} waam Gaxd . (o3¢ w3l
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. Compound (periphrastic) tenses.
The present/ present continuous tense is formed by adding/suffixing personal pronouns
(enclitics) to the present/active participles agreeing in gender and number, (but for the third
person, unless for giving stress).eg.

.He writes/he is wr.iting...'.:.a?ﬂ

She * L TV
You write/ you are writing. (83} =ad), Asad

non " " uﬁ':‘? ﬁ@ ) u&& ",

I (m.)write/ I am writing.(. 232 -:}@5 ) ﬁq@s
IE)" " " (0 A1 dad), dsad

They " /they are writing. . w:@ﬁ

O v el

You " you " " O H “c:'l@.&) NCLYCTY
" (f.pl.) write/are " ('V"‘;\h r'l"g\ﬂ) \..t:‘\.":‘u.\.é'.

We write /We are writing.(. ylin oa344) cdadad

The passive present tense is formed in the same way ie. by adding personal pronouns to the
past/passive participles, agreeing in gender and number. eg.

It (he) is written. . s
4

" (She) " " . HAM

L I

You are written . { A3} SaAd) . Aada

"(f) " " . . (oﬂﬁ.ia 4’@3) . H&::-.lﬁ.a
I am written, (, 233 ada) .J."L'.l.,t:\a
16" " TETRARETTIN

The past imperfect tense is formed by conjugating 2801 with the present participles (with

7
occulted @)
agreeing in gender number and person.eg.

He was writing. 281 .;%3
She was writing @861 3_5&.._5
you (m) were writing Aaadf g;}ﬁ
you (f) were writingafaadt 2304
I (m) was writing, @...96'1 .:;.4}3
I (f) was writing. A..mcﬁ 1HAS ¢



12

They (m) were writing. add| \..:';@A
They (f) were writing 3(:;51 v"‘.'l%.’.'i

You (m) were writing. .\61.'\4.&6'1 ,\...:'1&";
You {f) were writing. r..&..mm em
We (m) were writing, \.uncn T"M

We (f) were writing. rnom \_-nm

The past perfect (pluperfect) tense is formed by conjugating both the pr.incipal verb and 4o
in their perfect tenses. . Here too « will be occulted. eg He had written. 2.351 .;éa
She had written. @t'ié] Q_':IL:\::.}
you (m) had written. &.nécﬁ &._ja;a
You (fhad written. w&aadf ...&.:&a
1 had written. . A.mm

The first derivative of 2::%: : u'n'::l its imperative : JA'::I its fut. Jé_-:u its inf. g.nﬂ.::lh its
Act. part. L:a'.::léo 2_";\'_':130 : its Pass. part. ?..'ia'::léo o.‘:'u:.lh H

The second derivative of the same is .2.».:\::0 JA:I.‘D a.n:l.‘o ?A-'l-'l Ja:l; u::\:z

] ] LI |

Verbs like c-',f.\ become ?_'\.’:m..‘n: @M mm @\&\.ﬂ: mm @M @A @L\
Its second derivative too looses its second radical and becomes ggg\ég q’,t‘.\'.s: t:" ﬁ \
Verbs like &S become ..u;\‘_\_-i.so q...:_-i:o a.g{.._-uo dl\..n..:.rdo .9@.:_':!.50 A.\H.l MA.:&

Its second derivative becomes §.::.h zQ.HI.‘n » st .gt;\::'lh - MJ: L\.r.:u;

LI I B | LI I ]
L )

YT

The passives are formed by prefixing &¢ to the corresponding active with some changes of
vowels and consonants. The letter Alap (2)is replaced by the proper prefixes of the tenses..
ASAAAY . ANAND L aISANS AN ...‘ma'tsg. SIOANL 0D,

LSHAAAY . HAAASN axRAAY amH amag. SAANL I8N

AR . IARAAD .a3R2AKD JAANAL IAANAL INAAAL 18AL

A28AD AR .0adARYD .cAAAL GAAL . CRAAL GO
23530 . ANAE 28

28RS QAN .cadAn .AANS GANE HANE HAL

The third class has no passwe in the prjmmve s0, the second der. passive is used instead.
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2A5xa . ATAR - A

[ I I ]

T8RS Al LonARY L AARS . AaaARL (AIAAY Aan]

There are other derivatives (first der. B, group) formed by using servile letters : prefixing,
suffixing, inserting, repeating etc. which are, so to say, regular in conjugation, but have an
extra letter (letters) which remains always (as if bracketed) in all forms.

NYETE

C AAIAS

Tmp. ASAS

Fut. A\
Inf. atSAS%
ActPart. A&

Pass. Part. tz\.‘:id\_':l.h

In Syriac, a single word can be a complete sentence with a subject, predicate or finite verb and
an object (personal). eg. he saved/redeemed me. u.'l.l::i'n&: . he killed mm.mi..».é ‘crucify him.
N T |

The inseparable pronouns/pronominal suffixes added to verbs facilitate this process. They are

arranged into six groups (though they are essentially the same as the three groups added to
nouns.) This is to help us to distinguish the verbal forms and meaning. The third person

plurals x3f *. « @361 are hot added to verbs but the separable pronouns g o Qag are

used instead. |32 Awdl I called them,
Note: 1)The first group of inseparable pronouns added to verbs are the same as the first group

added to nouns ending in 2 “but for the 1st p. s.

2)Similarly the 3rd group but for the 3. p. m. s. is the same with prefixed to the Ist
group. _
3)The 5th group, but for the 1st ps. i§ the same as the 3rd group suffixed to nouns a_f'(é.and
the like. : -

4)Similarly the 6th group is the same as the 3rd group devoid of the first vowel - and 6th

b) is the same as the 5th group devoid of the 1st vowel a.
5)The 1st and 2nd p. s. & pl. do not admit the suffixes of the respective persons; instead of

them one of ?.i\.ﬂ 2_“66.91 ;.:‘:.g.s: inflected with pronominal suffixes is used. eg.
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MQ Q.‘rﬂ.l 2% (cast yourself down.)
6)The present tense does not take any suffix; the separable pronouns are used instead.

.\nml :.‘6....:\ (she loves them.)

7)Slrni1arly, the ist p. pl. in double nun \.1 and the 1st fdrm of the infinitive, do not take
suffixes. -

Nouns .

In respect of origin, (within the language) nouns are either primitives or derivatives. Primitives
are those which express primary notions necessary for social life, as  1%al day; 2.‘_'15.
father, .

Derivatives are those which are formed from other words as L‘a&» (from 7:3....)

Note: It is the proper mark of Syriac nouns that they end in 3 which is not a consonant but a
concomitant of the vowel. { 2> )

Nouns can be derived in various forms from the same stem/root signifying different aspects of
the meaning implied in it.: a) by a change of vowels as J."'::g.u holiness ; :3$a writing,

138%king 281659 redeemer- etc. ++5adely bright light/flash of light.
b)By elision or rcpetiﬁon of radicals ;i:ul;: sleep from ..\_;L'....
¢)by adding servile letters (in the beginning,middle or end) \aa% east -place of sunrise ;
ﬁﬂ.i:o teacher ﬁ;lga. affliction 235"3."..@39 mineral/metal , 2.4';(9:3&..0'1 faith etc.

Though not entirely dependant upon their forms, nouns can be grouped maintaining the
relation of a particular form to a particular signification as 1) noun active or first class, 2)
noun passive or second class, 3)noun of action or third class.

1)Noun active comprises all nouns usually expressing the agent or doer of action denoted by

the verb. (There are 3 forms from the primitive and 2 each from the derivatives. eg. 153
friend 2348, thief 24638 redeemer ; Lkiiio sanctifying, dikins sanctfier, 2\ xs
betraying; ﬁﬁ&ah one who writes/causes to write,
Note: There can be nouns active (two forms each) from deponent verbs $3a3dp 3384
one who remembers; z."':mM‘p 33-‘*&:‘9&.‘9 one who fights, fighter.

2)Noun passive consists of nouns derived from the passive participle of the active voice and
from the active participle of the passive voice usually having a pasive signification. It
indicates the subject of the passion or quality expressed by the verb ie. the subject or person

on whom the action expressed by the verb is fulfilled. The form in 23 (from passive verbs)
have the sense of "capable of, worthy of" as, JiAS&xs worthy of praise, :i¥xl A%

» N

tangible. The primitive verbs of the first 3 classes have two noun forms each and the 4th
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class has three. The derivatives have one each. The passives may have two each, (the second
by suffixing 24 )v.g. -

&
Y 1

134450
::"'
IV
2.3:1
2344

o.n
by ?

LIAAANSD

3)The noun of action comprises all other nouns commonly expressing the action, manner of

doing, quality, instrument, or state etc. indicated by the verb. v.g. A& (&AA) door, trap

dhxy (oxs) finding discovery, ete. 2anaax (waxp)

Note: They are formed by a) change of vowels, b) addition of suffixes and prefixes.

ADJECTIVES.

The gender, number, states etc. of adjectives are exactly the same as those of nouns, The nouns active and
pasive are used as adjectives (because of their very nature)). There are many adjectives derived in the form

of nouns of action as 854 modest &3 great, Eham red

Appendix : The main differences in the conjugation of certain verbs.
Sua Lot Mdp Saaay Sinf (a8ap 4y

(G4 @b adt alon al al, (addy el

M 2k e 2orn e (AR ulx

Appendix II The following excerpt of dialogues is taken from the booklet of Malpan Andrews
Kalappurackal (1922 which I had copied in 1944 from the printed text of Rev. Fr. Zacharias
Thekkekandam- Kalappurackal CM.L) The author had prepared it for the study and use of
students of Syriac. May this help to fulfill his earnest desire.



Asking and thanking. .
AP tfadndy ¢ Sixia ol A
I have a favour to beg of you.

4 %
2301 28ady ol 238,

Do me this favour.

T 85nl dhaiady o 20xA W3

Will you do me another favour?
[ am very much obliged to you.
I am extremely indebted to you.
S 3 2208

[ thank you.

I give you much trouble.

whSt K33 b alalh s

You take a great deal of trouble for me,
&S Bk ola 2 deds s

I am very sorry to trouble you so much.

.éi'n!:. ::?i'o'o :i‘ﬂ.‘"

[ am ashamed of the trouble I give you.

No trouble at all.
339 ol axag S asia

Please don’t mention it.

Affirming and denying.

I will tell you what to do.
&S Bda 13 203 0é1 238
This is what I can assure you.
Oadad 2846 wasy Hi ALb
I wage it is so.

4 4

Gl Had ala wasy 2iub

&3ha

v
2

I wage it is not so.
A G4 g dlingl 2344

1 fancy so.

PEEETETETRL

I fancy not.

¢ @A Aaxaalp 1l

Why do you think so?.

B s 8

I do not think so.

8y oér Hadn Ay Hudng
I dare say it is so.

T 3280 Aagg (&%

What do you mean? -

I don’t know what you mean.

A6 oot 238

It is a fact.

tAdsla it ud ¢ 2Hhk
Are you assured of what you say?
A0 ez 2a0ia 2881wy X
I should not have thought it so.
2301 238 Bl

I wonder at it.

.3-331 951 :.31»:}, c‘!}h Aa

This is quite astonishing,.
28538 232 2261 o&1 281,
It is a thing not to be conceived.
2361 w81 2aaivaciage oS

It is incredible.

39 o8 Hiaas ad,

That is very strange.

B3aaaa 18 A o 1oy

This is something strange.



i8S amn Baaes 1idr adr iy
That is a strange sort of business.
Probability. .2&as%3
hae Ko

It i.s possibie.

s 28 ot

It is nﬁt improbable. |

o At Moot 28 misn 28
There is nothing impossible in it.
ey il anigion 2l
It is quite (very) possible.
PELEIL ISR

I am not surprised at it.

29613 a2 oodon it 1
There is nothing surprising in it.
2381 o 1A

. Itis natoral.

REETRY

Iam glad.

244 g

I am delighted.

2t Saxga 1838 o o 28asdaal

It makes me happy to hear it.
.al;\_-.il ?-.i‘:\-?“l-‘q 3—‘.'33

How happy Iamt

338 dhoan 12 A

Iam pverjoyed at it.

PAREHFL PN AET]

I give you joy with all my heart.
S Hyghd aalar

I sincerely give you joy.

230 ¢S A g

17

I congratulaté you on it.
fedizn od AR i 23}
Will you allow me to congratulate you?

Sorrow. (34axba) g.@" .

(SRS ) 2281 At (oA 2B3d) piwaxy,

I am sorry for it.

1 am quite vexed at it.

[ - L % & - $, b 4 4 l . !
I'feel extremely mortified at it.

880 wdat Brkadng 18 5048

I am-quite inconsiderate at it.
28z ol it aarilizdosn 1S
It vexes me b'eyon:d expressidn.-
(daman B S
What a pity! ,
28 2faakeah adr thane
It is a sad thing.

o 1 o

It is very provoking.

Haxi ad pax

It is a cruel case.

0ér (233has) il

It is shocking.

2830 ad1 (3, aex) 2Mquad
It is a great misfortune.

2361 w8t 2Xmn

It is terrible. a5

xifa 288ded ok play 2

It makes one’s hair stand on end.

Blame .;&u’.\.ﬁa
(AT (AN Apmadd 252

Are you not ashamed?



FECTOPE SR

You ought to be ashamed.
GASS Hagd

I am ashamed of you.
f2inga i

What a shame!

.961 1&:\&01'.;1

It is a shame,

25iea ua 8%

It is shameful. .
?-2-931 u;ué'l 3-&:*-34-'*1—‘.'-‘1:0 3—‘:55
How naughty it is!

2381 0dt (Lead| 18am) Haaa

It is abominable.

Gzt ol 280 1 A8 20man Al 20 i

How can-you be so naughty?
y ® A N

oo alLAR ex
ot 1Satae

You are very much to blame.

A3 a8, b

You are very (quite) wrong.

b rdorhingio o8 aday ot
I have no patience with you.

&3 (38 wiso) 231 244 W8

.I am not satisfied with you.
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Be quiet.. .
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‘Can’t you be still?
FICERELIVYNET DRLFIGN g1t
Can’t you be quiet‘?
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Mind what I say.
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Mind for another time.
Bad (g 3an 13) aiel dgad KX
Don’t do so any more. :
(e HA9) LGk 2g0
Don’t be impatient.
PRETENT PNV
Silence. Hold your tongue.
PETTHR)
Will you hold your tbngue?
Wiil you hold your tongue?
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Get out of my sight.
Anger.(28%.) 348 03
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I am very angry.
I am not in good humour.
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- I am out of my humour now.
Hiany ol
1 am quite provoked. ‘
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‘I am quite éxasperated.
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He is totally unhinged.
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He is in a terrible passion.
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It makes.me quite mad.
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What is to be done?
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What course is to be taken?-
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What course are we to take?
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What have we to do?

What remains for us to do now?
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We must resolve upon something,
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We must take some course,

I am quite puzzled.
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[ don’t know what to do.
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[am at a loss what to do.

I am in great cmbarassment.

1361 (odit) Hedaan seladn
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This is very embarassing..
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I am thinking of one thing.
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Aﬁ idea has has just struck me,
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Come, let us do one thing.
I have altered my bpinion.
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Let us do otherwise.

¢2idt b A3 hted 2ibh

- What do you say to that?
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What do you think of it? -
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[ think as you do.
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It is very well imagined.
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That is a very good idea.

[ am of your opinion.
Had aisa 24
Let us do so.
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It is the best way
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Would it not be better?
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It is the best thing we can do.
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It is the only thing we have to do.
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That is the only course we can take.
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Is there any news today?
thALd 2%, adr 1l
What is the best news?
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What news can you tell us?
b Ao Altax ua X
Have you not heard of anything?

What is the talk in this town?
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1 have; not heard of anything,
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. This is very good news.
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D1d you read the newspaper?
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What does the paper say?
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I have read no paper today.
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Did you_ see that in any paper?
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It is only.mentioned in a private letter.
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Do they say who received that private letter?
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Yes, they name the person
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They doubt this news very much.
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This news wanls confnrmallon
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Whence Have you had [hlb news?
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I have had"that news from good authority.
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That repott is proved false.
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- Do they still talk of war?
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Have you received any letter from your brother?
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How long is it since he wrote to you?
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I have not heard from him these two months.
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I expect a letter or card from Aim every day
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Going and commg._.glj%ﬂpié'\;

THRORERI
Where are you going?
T2a% Adgd aid

Where are you going this way?
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Iam going home.
TR 1Akl
Whence do you come?
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I come from my brother’s.
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Will you come with me?
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Where do you wish to go?
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Let us go (we will go) for a walk.
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Which way shall we go?
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We will go which way you please.
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Let us go o the fort.
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Let us take your brother on our way.
.QS :\.5'..5::: @2.

As you please.
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Is Joseph at home?

A58 s Al it

He is just gone,

RAUFERINUE TIPS

Can you- tell us where he is gone?
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Agg 2203 aal An 23] waxs o8 When can I see him?

I cannot tell you exactly, .3_.'LS:'::.:I 2.&::\2_‘.95 QS’ A'..nl

.mea.'A 613.’.»3‘33 Ai;n 218 :.':1.3: * You must come in the evening,

I think he has gone to see his sister.. oA cIUN (xoia ! Aeb X 2.::01 131 J.pa.
.(&_&y& '.l.._\S') @;1'51 ucp:ogi L} M:yn.'; Y- EL ﬁhoﬂ I fear it is not possible for me,

Do you know when he will return? have occupauon in the evening..
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No, he said nothing when he went out. Is it any thing that I ::an tell hlm‘z ..
S ARt &l abeme ab g aq TPl Déunbud L
umt;gii.:l No, I must see him myself. _
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In that case, we should go without hm. ‘%"9“'?; Aﬁ-} 961_.&&.1;‘ wi o2

ol ik 1% aer b L He shall go to sce you , if you please.
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Sir, sir, he does not hear me,
Glagn 28 0h3f (3 @82 T 0N 23 aath

Who calls me? Oh is it you? , 1 did not seé¢ you.

Then | will wait for him.

Spiritual bouquet.
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Did you not hear me? Masses oﬂ.’ered (J.J.'l:lo.u) .2. 9:.1
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.2.5:2. qm:n (L\JM) Holy commumon

I did; but I did not think (suppose) that I was called. W . oy
RN 2....1.».4: a .:m.‘n L\.ma.o: :..;m
CECA RWCA WY NS “ 3 G )
! !

. . Spiritual commumon.
I was going to visit your son.

tod Aunadm 2eusy X

You would not have seen him, . » .
., Visit to the Bl.Sacrament. » 2¥a3t 2432 AchadD
Why not? FPANEY TN ' R 2-; ¢ B .

Mortifications. 2§ a18a%%
Ejaculations. . 2.&.:'\150:3::::

Way of the cross. .J_f'l.rsgé 2.::.":9?.
Rosary. . &aph03 Zéag

ponn maas Mo tuza muw X oo a
.‘;IS'Q.,.}.'l ..'r;gﬂ Because he is not at home; he is
never al home during the day.

(annl 138 2e%0 wino)



THR GIST OF SYRIAC GRAMMAR.

When they come to languages
Families five make sages.
One of them is Aryan

One is named Mongolian.

One is called DNravidian
One Semitic, one Negroid.
Aramaic, Arabic '
And Hebrew are Semitic.

We can safely too divide
Our study of ‘Ramaic
Which we now call Syriac
Into two groups for our ease.

One 1is that of the Grammar
Next is of Literature.
Grammar can be divided
Into four parts for study.

Orthography comes as first
Second Etymology .
Third is Syntax and the fourth
Is the part called Prosody.

Literature has two parts
First, language’s history
Next is called the study of
- Literary works therein.

Orthography’s part can be
Classified into three groups
Consonants and vowels and
Specialities of reading.

Doubling, Assimilation,
Occultation, M’tathesis
Substitution, Soft and Hard,
Are the six of consonants.

S’va, M’haggyana, and Speedy
Reading called Marhathana
And the like are of Vowels
And Diacritics are there.

Consonants we can divide
Under six headings for ease
And then move to Vowels fast;
Next we start to read pronouns.

Root we call the verbal stem
Which is in the singular
Masculine third person form;
From it we form all others.

We decline the Personals

From which learn Insep’rables.
And from them we can now form
Second and Third group suffix.

From these three groups we can get
Groups of Object Suffixes.
Verb ‘To Be’ in Present Tense
Can personals too express.

Verbs are of three Radicals;
And the Past Tense can be learned

With the help of Endings of
Pronouns attached to the root.

~ From the roots we are to turn

Unto Imperative forms;
From which Future can be formed
With Prefix and Suffixes.

From the root we then form out
Infinitive forms as well;
With the change of some vowels

_We come to Participles.



Future with some particles
Show Subjunctive or purpose;
Prohibition is shown by

‘LA’ with future tense only.

Present participles with
Personal pronouns do form
Present tense in agreement

Of person, gend’r, and number.

‘ES’ prefix is what we give
For the Passive of the verbs;
Which will be substituted
By the prefix of the form.

But when there are too many ‘THAV’s
One or two can be dropped off

If the verbal form can be
Distinguished from such others.

As we conjugate the roots

So do we for all the verbs;
Frequentatives and Passives
All will follow the same way.

When one or more radicals

Are weak letters verbs will show
Some sorts of specialities

Which we can discern with ease.

When we come to nouns some are
Termed Primitives and others
Arethen called Derivatives.

And are mostly from the verbs.

From the root three nouns we form
Two each from frequentatives;

From the passives two may come ;
One each their frequents may give.

- Participles well mastered
Will help us to master nouns.
Gender’s mostly determined
By the way they terminate.

23

For the States of nouns we have
Rules governing formation
Adjectives are like the nouns
For Gender, States and the like.

Participle Fem. does come
As the noun in Masculine
And its Gdama is often
Particip’al masculine.

A good lot of masculines

End in ‘A’ if Singular;

‘A’ will change to ‘E’ to form .
Plurals of these kinds of nouns.

Of course, some have some other
Forms that are not regular.

Some take just additionals;
Rules may not be water-tight.

Noun Fem. forms its plural word
Into ‘ASA’ if in “THA’.

Some have not any reg’lar form
Some may use a diff’rent word.

Nouns in ‘A’ have only one

G’dama and that dropping ‘A’.
Those in ‘THA? have usually

- Two distinct forms of Gdama.

Nouns in ‘E’ have “AI’ Construct
And in ‘EEN’ their Absolute.
Nouns in ‘ASA’ have construct
‘AS’; and ‘AN’ as Absolute.

Adjectives come after nouns
Unless for stress set before.
But verbs usually precede .
Subject in a good sentence.

Poetic Metres vary
According to Syllables.
Plenty of poems we see
In syllables Five or S’ven.



Those in Four and Six we see
'Less frequent than those before.
Those of Twelve are in plenty

As if four of three joined.

Threes of Five steps do exist
As well as those of Six steps.
Octo Syllab’s are also

In use, in this good language.

Rhyming of the steps we see
In beginning or ending .
And Acrostics too we see
Used by poets of repute.

Fr. Emmanuel Thelly CM.L
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Note:

‘Ramaic = Aramaic.

Syllab’s = syllables.

JParticip’al = participial,
Insep’rables = inseperables.
Gender’s = gender is .
Frequentativ’s = frequentatives,
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